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ARUBAAND OURAGSO: PROTECTION OF OF 2EFINERTES 
IN THe EVENT OF A GUEMAN INVASION OF HOUGAND, 


Report by the Chiefs of Gterfr Commi tie 6. 


Sisnificanc 

The Duwteh est Trddan Islands of Aruba and Curecac 
are of great stratercic importance om account of the large 
oil refineriea which deal with the bulk of the output of 
Venezuelan oil, the stipply of which is of vital importance 
to our war effortu Phe degree of importance of this 
source of supily would be considerably increased in the 


event of the Mediterranean rmite being closed; 


HM. Consul at Willemstad has reported that the laceal 
Dutch Awthorlties at Curacao are alive to the poseibllity 
of the ssevrity of the Tslands being threatened in the event 
of @ Gernan invesion c& Holland. Rumours are current 
locally that Venezuela has desims on Curacao in: that event. 


Deferce precautions are stated to have been re-doublede 


Porms of Attack. 
De fhe security of the cll Pefineries in the Dutch 
West Indies micht be threatened by: 

(4) Sabotarce. 


(b) Bomberament raid by armsd merchant vessel or 
submarine. 
(¢) Attack by raiding parties from similar craft, 
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Sabotage, 

3. In the Light of their recent activities in 
Soandinavia it seems possible that the Germans may heave 
prepsrsd a comprehensive scheme for immediate sabotane 
either through ths aiedium of enployess in the refineries 
or ‘by the ecvews of German ships lying ain the harbours 
‘There ie also a possivility of interne] disturbances being 
famentel by loss) pro-Gssmen slenents, Tt is unterstood 
that the darger ic realised by the American slament, 
especially at Aruba, and that anti-sabota ge precautions 


have been taken, 


‘Lee The only actien that we ean telee-in-advanes to 
evert this danger if to warm the Dutch Government to tre 
on their guard, In the event of -@ German invasion of 
Holland taking place t+ would be very advisable to occupy 
the Islands without. Joss of bime in order to safegquara 
our important interests. A further advantage of: so 
doing would be that it woul@ enable us to seize ths 


Geriian merchant shipping stisltering: In the lélands. 


Botibardment raid by armed merchant weasels or submarine, 


5s All the refineries, baing situated on the coast, 
ars wulnerable to bombardment from the sea. The 

4wo, installations in Asuba, whieh taland is devoid of 
fefences, are particuerly exposed, though their American 
ownership might perhaps ba some safeguard, The refinery 
in Curseao, which is owned by Anglo-Dutch interests, is. 
somewlat leas sxposed, being Situated inaide the harbour 
of Willemstad, whieh is belicved to have some modern 


7-5einceh topst deferce guns although there is same 
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doubt whether they have yet beén mounted. Thers are 
also 2 Dutch supmarinesand a gunnery instruction 
ship atationed at Willemstad, the presence of whisl. 


would afford some protection, 


6; The fact that the Ielands sare situated in 
the smerican neutrality zone makes attack by 
Sernan reguler aval surface Porees unlikely, The 
cover provide’ by the exiating allied forces in the 
‘Carribean , Would also afford same proteotion, ft tack 
by disguised raider or submarine remaing a possibility, 
hovever, against which the only certain defences would 
be the installation cf coast defenses guns, which would 

' ‘tile sama time, Local submarines patrols would bo a 
useful safeguard and these could probably be provited by 


the twa Dutch submarines om tne station. 


Attack by raiding partiss. 

7 We do not feel that this ie a Likely eventuality, 
but there 1s the chance of a raider evading our 
patrols. «A small gerrison in each Tslend would ‘suffice 
to guard against this threat, as well as the danger of 
sabotage. The Dutch are believed to have a few marines 
“in Curseno, but ..llied contz0l would be neosssary te 35, 


engure thst proper precautions sare taken. 


Allisd Astion. 

a. We ponaneen thet energetic Allied action to 
ensure the security of the oil refineriea in Curacoo 
and Aruba in the event of a German imvasion oP? Helisiad 


ig highly dssirable, end that suchaction should insiude 
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occupation by Allied troops, which, the British Ambassador 
in Washington considers: vould be unlikely to offend Americsa 
BsubDeptibilities im such circumstances. Oertain preliminory 
steps have already been taken on the initiative of the 


Admiralty. 


Forcea available. 

o. THe eguivatent of three regular infantry companies oo l4 
bé made «wallable at onee fron Zinge*on fon sorvics ia Curicso 
Without prejudicing the present internal situation in 

vameiea. Whey should, however, be repleced as soon as in 
possible either by raising new local forces or by 


reinforcenenta from overgesas, 


10, The French would he prepared to send a smell détach- 
ment from the Garrison of Martinique, and fer administrative 
reasons it would be s convenient division of responsibllity 
for the British to occupy Curseso snd the Prench Aruba. 

The French High Command hag agreed to these arrangements, but 
the concurrence of the Prench Government ‘has not yet been 


receive. 


Co-operation with U.S.A. 

ul, We agreé with the suggestion by the British 
Anbsassador in Washington concerning the participation ef the 
U.S.A. » and we acctrdingly sugedst that an invitation to ths 


ULS. Gevernnent to share in the Gortrel of the Teloande 
should be mede concurrently with sur occupation, but that 
mo previous warcing of cur intenticn should be given. 


Recommendations. 
LR. We recommend that:—- 


(a) early action should be taken through diplomatic 
channels: to ensure that the Dutch Government arc 
alive tte the importance of puarding aginst sabctire 
to the ail tefiinertes. 
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Im tHe event of a German invasicn of Helland 
local. Prench and British forces should 
imtediately oecipy the Ielande of Aruba and 
Curacgeo reapectively. 


The sgresment of the French Government te the 
proposed action should be obtained. 


The general cantrol of the operations should be 
vested in the Conmsnder-iIn-Chief America and 
West Indies Gtations. 


Ths Admiralty should be responsible for initiating 
the operatictia when the occasion arises. 


Goncurrently with the occupatien of the Islands, 


but not before, a formal invitation to the U. 5.k. 


Government to share in the sccwuation of the 
islands be meda. ‘ 


(Signed) Diviny pounD, 
" af G@,. Dita, , 
(Por 0.7.6.8, ) 
it ELE.C. PEIRYES, 


(For ¢. 4.8.) 


Cabinet War Room, 
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